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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments. filed 9/2/2006 with respect to the Abstract and claim 1 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection to the Abstract has been 
withdrawn, based upon the Applicant's Remarks (page 4, line 20 - page 5, line 10), and 
the rejection of claim 1 has been withdrawn, based upon the Applicant's Remarks {page 
5, line 16- page 6, line 13). 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jon Dickinson on 12/11/2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1: A computer-based image-manipulation method for enabling anti- 
clipping, selective user control over a color-affecting parameter in a computer-presented 
color image which is intended to be printed, where clipping is defined by the occurrence 
of an unintended condition, based upon user control input, wherein that parameter 
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assumes a value which lies outside a desired value range which is directly associated 
with the computer-recognized number value range of 0 - 255, said method comprising: 

furnishing suitable computer-responsive, change-value color controls that are 
selectively manipulate by a user to effect changes, ultimately, in such a parameter 
value, thus to vary a certain characteristic of color in the image, and 

applying predetermined governance over the actual value of the color-affecting 
parameter, including (a) implementing preliminary matrix processing of a user-chosen 
Chroma value, followed by (b) implementing for each respective color-space color, an 
anti-clipping algorithm in accordance with the algorithmic formula expressed i n Tab l o II I , 
as follows: 



OUTPUT = 



255 



1 + TANH([ mPUT + - 128 - G + Mj/J . 
1 + TANH^ INPUT + M " 1 28 + G + M % J 

whereby, no matter the input control implemented by the user, that user chosen 
value is constrained in relation to approaching either one of the two limit values in the 
mentioned range to an asymptotic-like approach toward such limit value. 



Claim 5: The method of claim 1 , wherein the algorithmic formula expressed 
i n Tab le I I I as follows: 



OUTPUT = 



255 



[l + TANH[i INPUT + ^- m - G + M y G ] - 
^[INPUT + AL - 128 + G + ArtJ/ J 



\ + TANH\ 
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is modified [a] as expressed by the modified algorithmic formula as follows: 




l + TANH 



\ + TANH\ 



[(INPUT - 128)+ B(INPUT -128) 3 + AL- G + AR^ 
([{INPUT - m)+B(lNPUT -mf +AL + G + AR 




REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



3. Claims 1, 2 and 4 - 7 are allowed. 

Referring to claim 1, the innovative limitation that distinguishes the Applicant's 
claim is the specific algorithmic formula, as shown in Table III (see Fig. 4), which 
utilizes a continuous-curve function to create an asymptote-like prevention of clipping 
(see Remarks [page 5, line 16- page 6, line 13]). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Myles D. Robinson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5944. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached on (571) 272-7406. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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